
Friends of Brooklyn 
Protecting Natural Resources 

Dan Wallace – Background 
 

Red Card, FFT1 and FFT 2 
Squad Boss qualified 2008 
Wildland Fire Sawyer level C, Level A &B instructor 
Controlled burn volunteer and paid crew for 20 years 
Participated in over 180 controlled burns 
Past burn leader for Dane County Parks, Friends of 
 Brooklyn, private landowners and WI DNR 
Assisted instructing introductory fire classes 
Board of Directors member for Friends of Sylvania, 
 Friends of Brooklyn SWA and Wisconsin 
 Prescribed Fire Council   (1/2013) 
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A Sleeper Lake Wildfire Experience  

 A controlled burner shares experiences, 
 pictures and lessons learned from the  

2007, 19,000 acre, Sleeper Lake Wildfire 
 in Michigan's UP. 

 

Dan Wallace - Wisconsin Prescribed Fire Council, 
Friends of Brooklyn SWA, Friends of Sylvania 
 
     Jan 31, 2013 
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Special Thanks and Acknowledgements 
 

Nancy Braker – Previous Wi TNC Fire Manager and mentor 
Jack McGowan-Stinski  (MI TNC) – Squad Leader - Pictures 
         Matt Kleitch  (MI TNC) 
         Rodolfo Zuniga-Villegas (MI TNC)  - Sawyer 
         Emily Hohman (MI TNC)  
         Bill Bogenhagen (WI TNC volunteer) 
         Dan Wallace (WI TNC Volunteer) 
Paul Charland - Pictures 
Lee Osterland – Safety Officer - Pictures 
Thomas Proulx - Pictures 
Anthony Kuckeberg, FLt Trish Barker and Sgt. Jerry Mejia 
         US Army NG flight crew – Pictures and videos 
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Approximate 
final fire size 
Aug 22, 2007 
18,185 acres 
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Sleeper Lake Wildfire Details 
 

About 19,000 acres of dried out marsh, bog and upland 
 burned – mainly Fuel Models 2, 5, 8 and 9  
2 abandoned cabins burned 
At second day end  ~ 5,000 acres involved, 1 mph ROS 
~ 239 firefighters on site 
1 Dehydrated, disoriented and lost firefighter – 3 rd week 
 

Final fire size ~ 9 miles by 5 miles 
 

Estimated fire cost  $7.5 million 
 

Helmet colors:  Red & Green Bad, Yellow best from air 
Air Filters 
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Sleeper Lake Wildfire Rough Timeline 
 

Aug 2, 2007  Lightning Strike in wetland just east of 
 Sleeper Lake, NW of Newberry, Mi. 
Aug 6  4 UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters begin water 
 drops 
Aug 10 2 CH-47 Chinook helicopters begin drops 
Aug 12 Dan Wallace – Drives 8 Hr to Newberry, Mi 
Aug 13 Dan Wallace – Starts assisting Mi TNC crew 
~Aug 18 Dan Wallace demobilizes - helicopters end 
 water drops 
Sept 3, 2007 Remaining fire hit with 10 inches of rain 
Oct 26, 2007 Sleeper Lake Fire Declared Out 



Friends of Brooklyn 
Protecting Natural Resources 

Incident Command Org Chart  
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Unit Log – Excellent  
tool for keeping  

details and history 
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Aug 12, 2007, 2000 hrs 
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Safety Officer - Aug 13, 2007, ~500 Burnout 
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Finger Burnout – McMahon Lake Aug 14, 2007 
  Helo-Torch Jet Ranger from Canada  
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Aug 14, 2007, 1500 hrs 
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Aug 16, 2007, 1600 hrs 
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Aug 16, 2007, 1600 hrs 
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Sleeper Lake - Air Operations ( my estimate ) 
 

1 SEAT – Air Ops coordinator – ( 800 Gallons capacity ) 
1 CL 215 – Scooper Water Bomber – 1,300 Gallons 
1 Helo-Torch Jet Ranger from Canada 
 

From Michigan Army national Guard – Abrams Air Field, 
 Lansing Mi: 
8 UH–60A Blackhawk helicopters – 760 Gallons  
2 CH-47 D Chinook Helicopters – 2,000 Gallons 
 

When on site Helicopters averaged 10 bucket drops / hour 
Helicopters dropped a total of 1.6 million gallons of water 
in about 10 days 
 

“Most unique and fulfilling”  Helicopter crew 
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